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Disciplinary Literacy
Most of the first world countries achieved their status by investing heavily in the education systems of their countries. They discovered that the economy of a nation improves exceptionally when its' population is full of literate people. Today third world countries have also taken a step toward this path to facilitate their people not only with general literacy skills of knowing how to read and write but effective literacy skills such as disciplinary literacy that tends to open doors for employment and innovations. The paper discusses the importance and validity of incorporating disciplinary literacy skills in the existing content area literacy skills applied in teaching.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The main difference between content area literacy as well as disciplinary literacy is that the former focuses on study skills which help students understand the information on the subject matter they are reading (Chauvin & Theodore, 2015). However, the latter is based on providing explicit instructions that are discipline-specific.
One cannot read books from different fields the same way which is the same as not reading Math the same way one reads English. This implies that different skills are required in order to comprehend the content fully. Disciplinary literacy goes beyond comprehension and study skills such as summarizing but teaches the students to understand how to use the tools of the discipline (Chauvin & Theodore, 2015). Take science, for example, the student will not only be reading about cells in the text but will be doing experiments in the laboratory, observing, taking notes and making inferences on an actual cell under the microscope. As a result, this opens the exercise to questioning by the student on what they might have observed compared to the questions that may arise depending on just reading in a book. In doing so, the student may acquire important skills that may be useful in future endeavors, such as the skill of observation.  
The other reason why I think disciplinary literacy is vital is that the methods employed create a source affiliation and identity between the student and the discipline. This is because here the outside world is brought in as part of the classroom, students are taught using the things they can relate to. For instance, community resources such as the archives where students can go and learn about past events of their community. Besides, they can even write a history report about their community and in doing so share in the experience of authentic learning whereby in the course of their studies students encounter real-world experiences. Additionally, in disciplinary literacy the teacher provides guidance, and the task is performed by the students who can freely interact with experts of various fields be it science or engineering, and in the long run, the student can take pride in the result achieved knowing it was acquired through hard work and commitment.  
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